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From destabilised climatic patterns, devastated forests, eroded soils and 
drained aquifers to the unusually severe and frequent fires, floods and storms 
that have ravished many parts of the planet, there is mounting evidence that 
humanity is beginning to face a crisis of unprecedented proportions. It is not a 
matter of this or that individual trend, be it the accelerating extinction of 
lifeforms, fears about future food supplies or the coming downturn in the ready 
availability of cheap fuel. Rather it is the cumulative impact of a variety of 
destructive transformation of the Earth wrought by just one species, 
humankind. 
Other issues such as terrorism, street crime, job losses or house prices may 
grab the headlines but the threat to the Earth’s life-support systems is the 
fundamental issue of our times. Those apologists for the current social order 
who talked about the “end of history” might turn to be right after all... but in the 
completely opposite way to what they smugly envisaged. 
According to the 2007 Global Environmental Outlook from the United Nations 
Environment Programme, for example, “humanity’s very survival’ is at risk”. 
This was a study produced by almost 400 scientists, all experts in their fields, 
whose findings were subjected to review by another 1,000 of their peers. The 
threat to other forms of life is even more dire and urgent as a veritable 
massacre of the world’s once rich diversity of flora and fauna rages yet more 
destructively. Headlines like the following are now quite common: “collapse of 
ecosystems likely if plunder continues” (Guardian, Oct. 25, 2006), “two-thirds 
of world’s resources used up” (Guardian, March 30, 2005), and “we are past 
the point of no return” (January 16, 2005, Independent). 

Bootmark 
Humanity's Ecological Footprint is over 23% larger than what the planet can 
regenerate. In other words, it now takes more than one year and two months 
for the Earth to regenerate what is used in a single year. Instead of living off 
income, humankind is liquidating its ‘capital stock’. Humankind uses some 50 
per cent of the world's freshwater supply and consumes around 42 per cent of 
the world's plant growth. The carbon dioxide concentration in the atmosphere 

has increased by nearly 30 percent since the beginning of the Industrial 
Revolution while more atmospheric nitrogen is fixed by humanity than by all 
natural terrestrial sources combined. 
The fundamental issue facing global society at the start of the 21st century is,  

Clear and present dangers 
then, whether it will make it safely to the end of the next century. Overriding all 
else and interacting with most social and economic problems is the already 
parlous and worsening state of the very web of life. Its decline will bring to 
nought each and every human accomplishment.  
There are many symptoms of this most fundamental of challenges. Some 
have been mentioned already but others equally threaten to undermine the 



very basis of civilised living, not least the comparatively ‘quiet’ but no real less 
real and fast growing threat from soil depletion and nutrient depletion. 
Meanwhile, deforestation continues to strip a once verdant Earth, while 
chemical contaminants have become all pervasive. 
Such disasters have happened in the geological past. This time, it is 
happening due to one species, humankind. Past human ‘own goals’ were 
limited due to the small size of human populations and the limited power of 
human technology. Specific localities were indeed trashed - North Africa, the 
once ‘Fertile Crescent’ and so forth - but there were always other places to 
which people could migrate and from which they could tap resources. 
Human impacts on the environment used to be local, reversible, & escapable 
through migration. Now they are typically global, irreversible, and inescapable. 
As the following bibliography demonstrates, ecological ruination is endemic 
across the world. The novelty of the present situation is the sheer number of 
problems, the rate at which many seem to be worsening and the way they 
occur in just about every part of the globe. Many receive limited news 
coverage: damage from acid rain to the seas, salinisation, siltation, the on-
going eutrophication of waterways, and lowered water tables. Others such as 
forest fires, landslides and floods are routinely discussed as if they were ‘acts 
of God’ when, often, they are human-caused. Once all these ‘time bombs’ are 
taken into account, it should be clear that the overall prognosis would not be 
altered if global warming were to be shown to be the figment of overheated 
imaginations, 
Nowhere is now safe. Humans have transformed ecosystems in every part of 
the planet, to the immediate cost of other species and to the longer term 
unsustainability of human society itself. Few areas remain contaminated by 
human-generated pollution. Even the world’s highest mountain, Everest, has 
rubbish dumps polluting its lower slops while agrochemicals now contaminate 
the bodies of creatures in the remote polar regions. In early 2008, a soup of 
plastic waste, nicknamed the “trash vortex” and reported to be the size of the 
USA, was floating in mid-Pacific. 
In terms of specific resources, the age of cheap oil is fast drawing to a close, 
though growing water shortages may prove more disastrous. A growing 
number of wars, be it in Central Africa or the Middle East, have a struggle 
over increasingly scarce resources and living space at their heart. The most 
direct price is being paid by wildlife whose numbers and diversity are rapidly 
shrinking on a scale not seen since the last Ice Age, mainly to human 
destruction of their habitats. But human assaults on the environment have 
been rightly compared to a boomerang: their effects will return to devastate 
human society as well.  
It is no longer a matter of collapse in some distant future. The web of life is 
unravelling now; yesterday’s possibilities such as human-caused climatic 
change and toxic overload have become today’s actualities. Civilisation may 
not collapse tomorrow but the point has been reached where the reversal of 
environmental and social decline is becoming progressively harder while odds 
against successful remedial action also lengthen. Time is now running out. 

A many-headed monster 
 This ‘sustainability crunch’ is much misunderstood, however. Part of the 
pervading ecological myopia may be reinforced by linguistics. The very word 
‘environment’ invites its own marginalisation. It can be taken to mean 



everything around an individual, not just air, water, soil and so forth but also 
bad housing, poor schooling, unsatisfactory domestic circumstances and the 
like. It can mean just about everything...and therefore nothing much in 
particular. Sight is thereby lost of the critical issue: the Earth’s life-support 
systems. 
There is also much ignorance, even in environmentalist circles, about the 
workings of the web of life and the nature of the threat to it. One instance 
came in the late 60s when fears were raised about ‘resources running out’. 
The much bigger issue is the ecological side-effects of resource production 
and consumption, from field, plantation, quarry and mine to manufacture, use 
and final disposal, with transportation and waste along the way. That said, the 
end of the cheap oil era will dramatically disrupt the dominant lifestyle and 
push up food process, while, in many areas, water resources are being 
dangerously depleted. 
More recently, the problem has been overwhelmingly defined in terms of 
specific pollutants. Actually the deeper problem is pollution overload as a total 
synergistic effect. No matter how perceived, pollution is also seen largely in 
terms of direct threats to human health. Understandable though this may be, it 
can lead to unwarranted attention being paid to comparatively trivial issues 
like fluoridation, at the expense of more serious ones such as eutrophication 
and acidification. Similarly too much emphasis is given to carbon emissions 
from power plants and vehicle exhausts, downplaying other sources of 
climatic disruption such as paddy cultivation, cattle grazing, wetland drainage 
and deforestation. Misconceptions about the threat from pollution can also 
lead to false hopes being placed in technological ‘fixes’ like catalytic 
converters which, in toto, cause more problems than they solve. End-of-pipe 
filters and traps are of little use when it comes to ‘non-point’ pollutants like 
agrochemicals. Similarly too much emphasis is placed on recycling and not 
enough on demand reduction. 
Even then, the issue is not just pollution, in whatever size or shape, but also 
environmental degradation. In other words, not just what we humans are 
adding to ecosystems but also we are ‘taking out’ as our activities simplify and 
otherwise degrade the richness and diversity of planet Earth.  Many sources 
of ecological destruction are, in themselves, comparatively clean: forest clear-
cutting, grazing, tillage, biomass plantations, hydro-electric schemes and the 
ultimate form of ecological despoliation, the sterilisation of land by covering 
with tarmac, brick and concrete. 
Thus, contrary to the claim by British environmental economist Michael 
Jacobs that wool and cotton production has “relatively little environmental 
impact”, quite the opposite is the case. Cotton cultivation has exhausted soils 
around the world and currently the crop is the single biggest consumer of 
pesticides. Sheep and goats have denuded one hill side after another. No 
wonder the great American conservationist John Muir called them four-legged 
locusts. The British uplands, for instance, are kept in the impoverished state 
of a wet desert largely because of overgrazing by sheep and, more recently, 
artificially large deer herds. 
The need to take a holistic view of the ecocrisis can be illustrated by 
Hurricane Katrina and the destruction of New Orleans. Many commentators 
blamed the disaster on global warming and the overheating of waters in the 
Gulf of Mexico Yet it was magnified by a host of other factors, all human ‘own 



goals’. These included the loss of protective soil sediment due to levee 
construction, exposure of unprotected soil due to canal construction (also a 
cause of salt water intrusion and ensuing destruction of protective vegetation), 
increased vulnerability due to subsidence, something exacerbated by wetland 
drainage and subsequent soil oxidation as well as by geologic collapse due to 
local oil and gas drilling… and of course urban sprawl and building on 
inherently vulnerable land. Such contributory factors are all independent of 
greenhouse gas generation but each played its own malign part. 
So the following bibliography tries to cover the full picture of ecological 
ruination and its consequences (its root causes are explored in another 
document on this site, Roads to Ruin). It explores the many ways the Earth’s 
life-support systems are being undermined. At risk is the ‘real wealth’ of 
nations: stable climate, protection from ultra-violet radiation, photosynthesis, 
pollination, soil protection, waste decomposition, nutrient cycling, plus 
countless biological and physical checks and balances which restrain 
destructive excess. Unless humans suddenly became capable of personal 
photosynthesis, digesting their own wastes and many more such capabilities, 
their well-being is conditional upon that of the life-sustaining Ecosphere 
whose well-being must be the litmus test of all other policies. 
Unlike specific resources such as individual minerals, for which alternatives 
may be available, there are simply no human-made substitutes on any 
significant scale for such ‘services’. Without them, humankind has no future. 
As Paul Ehrlich once observed, whenever you hear someone saying that 
economics is more important than ecology, you should know that you are 
listening to an idiot. 

Earth First 
The history of the Earth is one of evolution towards greater complexity and 
stability, with in-built checks and balances that help to sustain the whole. 
Threatening disturbances are either damped down or absorbed, such is the 
resilience of nature. Individual species may come and go but the ecological 
whole survives, tapping solar energy to maintain optimum conditions for life. 
The impact of most species - and of people too for the bulk of their history - 
has been muted by a variety of limiting factors, which have protected the 
health and productivity of ecosystems as a whole. Since the dawn of 
agriculture, however, human land uses and technologies have transformed 
the Earth’s surface. However, unlike the patterns of diversity and succession 
characteristic of evolution, human-created changes have created grossly 
simplified, short-life and unstable environments. 
The scale of human activity is now progressively decreasing the self-
renewing, self-regulating and self-repairing capacities unique to the Earth’s 
ecosystems. It does so many ways: each and every time more old-growth 
forests are felled, more monocultures planted, bigger herds of domesticated 
animals grazed, more wetlands drained, more waterways channelled and 
dammed, more mines dug, and more land buried beneath concrete and 
tarmac. Sometimes, the destruction happens on a large scale, for example 
the destruction of rainforests to make way for cattle ranches and mines. More 
often, however, it is the cumulative consequence of a myriad of otherwise 
insignificant developments, from new housing estates and hospitals to new 
marinas and ski resorts. 



As the ‘steady-state’ economist Herman Daly once put it, ‘overdevelopment’ 
occurs when human numbers and artefacts grow “so large to the total 
environment that they obstruct the natural ecological processes which form 
the biophysical foundations of wealth. (They) become a cancer which kills the 
total organism”. Global overwarming, water shortages, eroded soil, depleted 
fisheries are all but symptoms of that lethal sickness. Overdevelopment is the 
only one appropriate term to describe a situation in which just one single 
species, humankind, has taken over some 40% of net primary productivity 
(some estimates put the figure higher). In other words, so much of the real 
economic cake is being consumed by Homo Rapiens that, if not reduced, it 
can only destroy the very ‘bakery’ on which all living, not just economic 
activity, depends: ecocide indeed. 
It is not unreasonable now to compare the dark cloud looming over the human 
prospect - and that of myriad other species - to those of the two World Wars 
of the 20th century. The impacts are likely to be much more severe, pervasive 
and long lasting. The difference between human conflict and confrontation 
between people and planet is that the former tended to be obvious and 
immediate while the latter are indirect and longer term. 
The danger might be likened to that of the Titanic. It needed to start changing 
course well before the icebergs but left it too late and sank. Before then any 
danger was denied while the passengers in the main got on with enjoying life. 
For the time being all might seem well but ‘business-as-usual’ is propelling the 
ship of human society towards ruin. This has of course happened in the past 
but, then, collapse was local. Today few places are likely to survive 
unscathed. 
As one commentator once put it, “modern industrial civilisation, as presently 
organised, is colliding violently with our planet’s ecological system...We must 
make the rescue of the environment the central organising principle for 
civilisation. (This) means embarking on an all-out effort to use every policy 
and program, every law and institution, every treaty and alliance, every tactic 
and strategy, every plan and course of action -to use, in short, every means to 
halt the destruction of the environment and to preserve and nurture our 
ecological system. Minor shifts in policy, in laws and regulations, rhetoric 
offered in lieu of genuine change-these are all forms of appeasement, 
designed to satisfy the public’s desire to believe that sacrifice, struggle and a 
wrenching transformation of society will not be necessary”.(The fact that the 
words are those of former American vice-president Al Gore, whose track 
record in office fell far short of these sentiments, should not detract from their 
essential truth). 
Of course, in the long run, everything we know is doomed in the sense that if 
and when the sun explodes (or implodes), life on Earth will be terminated. A 
giant meteorite might also put pay to all our hopes. But perhaps we have a 
few million years in which to flourish To do that, the Earth must be at the 
centre of our thoughts and actions. 
 
“Articles on ecology generally tend to lead off with lists of disasters… They 
suggest we have a number of specific problems we must address. We don't. 
We have The Problem. All ecological concerns are interrelated parts of the 
problem of perpetuating life on this frail planet, & our approach to them must 
be holistic. It is absolute folly to continue to pursue piecemeal solutions: when 



we know full well that the pesticides, the detergents, & the dams are all fouling 
the same river.” (Denis Hayes). “The bulldozer & not the atomic bomb may 
turn out to be the most destructive invention of the 20th century.” (Philip 
Shabecoff). 
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Ecological Destruction from ‘resource wars’ 
Deforestation, pollution and direct killing of wildlife and many more forms of 
degradation stem from various wars being found, often in Africa and Asia, to 



control the supplies of certain resources, often strategic minerals but 
sometimes something as basic as water and particular waterways. 
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other times, it is the irregular guerrilla bands set in motion by such struggles 
over resources. Usually human rights abuses march hand in hand with 
environmental despoliation. 
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Societies. New Society. 
Homer-Dixon, T. (2001). Environment, Scarcity, and Violence. Princeton 
UP.  
Kaplan, R. D. (2001). The Coming Anarchy : Shattering the Dreams of the 
Post Cold War. Vintage.  
Klare, M. (2002). Resource Wars: The New Landscape of Global Conflict. 
Palgrave. 
Ovetz, R. (2005). ‘Fishing: The New Resource War. Synthesis, 38, Fall, 
2005. Posted @ http://www.greens.org/s-r/38/38-03.html  
Renner, M. (2002).  Anatomy of Resource Wars. Worldwatch Institute. 
 
Perhaps the best way to find material is to search newspaper and magazine 
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resources being sought: plus area affected. 
* colton (mineral for mobile phones): Congo/Central Africa. 
* copper: Papua New Guinea 
* diamonds: Angola, Sierra Leone 
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* oil: Persian Gulf, Central Asia (former Soviet Union states) 
* rubies & sapphires: Kampuchea 
* water (‘blue gold’): there is a serious potential for ‘water wars’ in many areas 
e.g. Nile (Egypt & countries upstream) the Jordan (Israel, Jordan and the 
Palestinian people) and the Tigris/Euphrates (Iraq and Turkey). 
* gold: Congo 
* fish: Italy v. Croatia, India v. Sri Lanka, China v. Taiwan 
 
In many areas, tropical timbers are being slashed by loggers working hand in 
hand with paramilitary groups (often really just armed criminal gangs) while it 
is easy to foresee governments coming into conflict over dwindling fisheries 
(as did Britain and Iceland in the 1960s).  Crops like opium poppy are both 
sources of money for fighting destructive war and a resource over which to 
fight. 

Devastation by deluge & drought 
One of most devastating of ecological backlashes is the increasing severe 
and more frequent number of floods, mudslides and snow avalanches. In 
some river systems, floods are part of a healthy ecology, not least through the 
redistribution of fertile silt. Wise people would keep away from flood plains. 
Attempts to control floods by artificial means such as dams and levees often 



stoke up problems, bringing more devastating floods in the longer term. The 
problem is exacerbated by increasingly severe and numerous downpours due 
to climate change, nature’s ‘balancing’ of the droughts afflicting other areas, 
and by deforestation and swamp drainage, with their attendant loss of the free 
life-support service of rain-absorbing vegetation ‘sponge’. Warmer 
temperatures have also destabilised snowfields. 
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http://www.guardian.co.uk/world/1998/sep/19/bangladesh  
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http://www.guardian.co.uk/weather  

Heavy Weather 
Part of the human ‘experiment’ with Planet Earth is the worsening problem of 
gale force winds, destructively high waves, and hurricanes, coupled to the 
problems discussed above and below. The impact of naturally occurring 
phenomena like El Nino is similarly being exacerbated. Climate change is the 
driving force but overpopulation and unequal land ownership plus poor 
building location and design intensify the risk while making the consequences 
much more calamitous. The insurance industry might be an early casualty of 
the combination of fire, storm and flood. Usually it is the poor, however, the 
suffer the worst. If all these problems weren’t enough, there is the added  
menace from civil war and state terrorism, all of which have made refugees of 
many, many millions  
Abramovitz, J. & L. Starke (2001). Unnatural Disasters. Worldwatch Institute 
Anon (1998). El Nino – the Child of Change. WWF Update, no. 35.  Anon 
(2000). Unnatural Disasters. Christian Aid. Emphasises that it is the poor 
that pay the most. 



Anon (annual). World Disaster Report. International Federation of Red 
Cross and Red Crescent Societies 
Bunyard, P. (2006). Extreme Weather. Floris books 
Hulme, M. (2000). ‘There is no longer such a thing as a purely natural weather 
event’. The Guardian, Society supplement, 15/03/2000. 
Vidal, J (2004). ‘The planet goes haywire’. Guardian, 27/Aug/2004. Overview 
of weather disorder in 2004, an increasingly unsettled mix of hurricanes, 
tornados, thunderstorms, hailstorms, floods, droughts, fires, heat waves,  
sandstorms, and snowstorms, all of unusual severity and/or location and/or 
frequency and/or timing. Posted @ 
http://environment.guardian.co.uk/climatechange/story/0,,1829257,00.html  
Vidal, J (2007). ‘Saturation Point’. Guardian, 04/July/2007. Environmental 
boomerangs behind the flooding that struck England in June-July, 2007, the 
wettest summer period on record. Posted @ 
http://environment.guardian.co.uk/water/story/0,,2118086,00.html  
For historical perspectives see: 
Keys, D. (2000). Catastrophe: An Investigation into the Origins of the 
Modern World. Arrow. Looks at past, present and, if we do not change our 
ways, likely future weather-related disasters 
Steinberg, T. (2000). Acts of God: The Unnatural History of Natural 
Disaster in America OUP; 
Other recent examples: 
1991; Bangladesh cyclone; 
1992: Hurricane Andrew(Florida, USA); 
1995; Hurricane Opal (Florida, USA); 
1998: Hurricane Mitch (Honduras and Nicaragua); Hurricane George 
(Caribbean); 
1999; Hurricane Floyd (North Carolina, USA); Typhoon York (China); French 
Christmas gales; 
2004: Massive mudslides in SE Brazil; Cyclone Gafilo; Haiti floods; Massive 
mudslides in Alagoas, NE Brazil, worst floods for 15 years in India, Nepal, 
Pakistan & Bangladesh; severe floods in China; devastating hurricanes and 
storms in Caribbean (Ivan, Jeanne etc.); 

Pyromania 
The Earth is in some place literally burning up due to the increased frequency 
and severity of forest and bush fires. Of course fire is part and parcel of some 
ecosystems, with flora and fauna being adapted accordingly. Now one 
species, humankind is torching areas as diverse as Amazonia, Provence in 
France, the Australian bush and chaparral areas of California. Most often it is 
done to clear land for cultivation, grazing and building. Regularly the reason is 
the carelessness of visitors like holiday trippers and backpackers. Sickeningly, 
it is also done for the sheer hell of it by mindless morons. The problem is 
exacerbated by increasingly severe and numerous droughts due to climate 
change. 
For examples, see: 
Dudley, N. and J-P. Jeanrenaud (1997).  1997:  The Year the World Caught 
Fire.  WWF.  



Pyne, S. (2001). Fire: a Brief History. Island Pr. 

Pyromania: Case studies 
Campbell, D. (1999). ‘Losing the battle against forest flames’. Guardian, 
07/09/1999: 17. Fiery disasters in California…again. Posted @ 
http://www.guardian.co.uk/world/1999/sep/07/duncancampbell  
Rowe, M (2000). ‘An ecosystem going up in smoke’. Independent on 
Sunday, 13/08/2000: 17. Covers the fires that raged across the northern sub-
tropics that year. 
Various (2007). ‘Greek fires may be treated as terrorism’ Guardian, Aug. 27th, 
2007. Posted @ http://www.guardian.co.uk/world/2007/aug/27/1  
Vidal, J. (2002). ‘Living on the edge in Australia’s tinderbox’. Guardian, 
05/01/2000: 16. That year’s fires came on top of those of 1997. Posted @ 
http://www.guardian.co.uk/world/2002/jan/05/johnvidal  
Vidal, J. (1997). ‘When the earth caught fire’. Guardian, Weekend section, 
08/11/1997: 14-23. The Indonesian conflagration. That year’s fires came on 
top of those of 1996. See also; Pierce, F. (2002). ‘Borneo fires’ at 
http://www.newscientist.com/news/news.jsp?id=ns99992660 with material on 
the appalling smoke clouds that cloak large parts of S. E. Asia twice in five 
years. 
Other recent examples of human pyromania: 
1997-98; Borneo, destroying an area the size of the UK; 
1998: Roraima, Brazil; Kharbarovks region, Russia; 
1999: Shanxi Province, China; 

Ecological Destruction as a weapon of war 
Deforestation, pollution and direct killing of wildlife and many more forms of 
degradation are sometimes used as a weapon of war, including ethnic 
cleansing and genocide . Perhaps the best way to find material is to search 
newspaper and magazine archive sites as well as use Google.  
Below are some examples. 
* wetland destruction and the assault on the Arab ‘marsh’ people in the Tigris-
Euphrates delta by the Saddam Hussein of Iraq in the 1990s. Also study the 
regime’s burning of oil wells in the first Gulf War of 1991. 
* defoliation of Vietnamese forests by the Americans in the 1960s and early 
70s 
* deforestation of suspected Jacobite hideouts in Scotland by the British 
monarchy in the 18th century 

Boomerangs and Backlashes 
Ecological destruction has rightly been compared to the act of people sitting 
on the branch of a tree sawing off the very limb on which they are perched. 
There are no free lunches: Nature will bite back if abused, although it may 
take many forms: increased storms, floods and avalanches, more frequent 
and more serious droughts, more serious and more frequent fires, denuded 
resources, increased prevalence of diseases, reduced effectiveness and side-
effects of pesticides, etc.: and happen in times and places other than when 
the actual first assault took place. 
Some case studies can be found in: 



Abramovitz, J. (2001). Unnatural Disasters. Worldwatch Report. 
Arnold, M. (1976). ‘Floods as Man-Made Disasters’. Ecologist 6(5); 169-172. 
Mann, R. (1987). ‘Development & the Sahel Disaster; The Case of Gambia’. 
Ecologist 17(2); 84-90. 
Monbiot, G. (2000). ‘The Dead Zone’. Guardian May 19th 2000. Case study of 
Romania. In the aftermath of Communist industrialisation. 
Vidal, J. (2000). ‘Intensive farming blamed for swollen rivers’. Guardian, 
09/Nov./00. Posted @ 
http://www.guardian.co.uk/environment/2000/nov/09/weather.climatechange  
Wijkman, A. & L. Timberlake (1985). ‘Is the African Drought an Act of God or 
Man. Ecologist, 15(1/2): 9-18. 
 
Also symptomatic of the Earth’s ailments is the way human-caused disaster 
like fire are then used to open up new areas for ‘development’ e.g. 
Smith, H. (2007). ‘WWF in despair over Greek fire damage’. Guardian, Sept. 
28th, 2007. Posted @ 
http://www.guardian.co.uk/international/story/0,,2178862,00.html 

Too Little, Too Late 
Finally we are building up a collection of examples of governments and other 
organisations fiddling around while the planet burns. We will ignore big 
failures like the package emanating the Kyoto Summit or George Bush’s 
spoiler before the G8 Summit in June 2007. Instead we will concentrate on 
the little things which evidence the near total failure to face what needs to be 
done to sustain life on Earth. 
• British government’s proposed carbon labels on products in shops, a 

purely voluntary scheme, announced May 31st 2007 but to be introduced 
over the following 18 months. See: 
http://environment.guardian.co.uk/climatechange/story/0,,2091722,00.html  

• Britain’s first Energy Saving Day (Feb. 28th, 2008) had no noticeable effect 
in the country’s electricity usage. See 
http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/sci/tech/7270218.stm  

• Nearly one million plastic bags were given away by British government 
departments in 2007, despite huffing and puffing by various ministers 
about the resources they waste and pollution they case. Retailers gave 
away some 13 billion (sic) in the same year. See 
http://www.guardian.co.uk/environment/2008/feb/29/plasticbags.waste  
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